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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 


SUBJECT | é OSS Reconds 


1. This memorandum is for your information and is in 
response to your request regarding the status and availability 
- of the Se Archives", 


2. The "OSS Archives" include the records of OSS, its 
predecessor, the Office of the Coordinator of Information, and 
its successor, the Strategic Services Unit (SSU), These records 
contain between 10 million and 14 million pages of material and 
are located in CIA, the National Archives, and the Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Library at Hyde Park, New York. In addition, the ‘ 
CIA Central Reference Service holds 143 OSS films on countries, 
training, operations, and the like. Access to these records is 
_ controlled by CIA alone or jointly with the National Archives. 

Tab A presents a more detailed summary of the location, welanics 
type of record, and control of access. 


3. The OSS materials are still being used in the Agency, 
In 1957 we started a systematic review of the OSS records and 
have selected and duplicated a small percentage of these documents 


for inclusion in the Clandestine Service Record tem. The OSS , 
records are used for processing abou ueries a ae 
week, for some of the current CIA historical program on bases and 


stations overseas, and for operational and counterintelligence 
purposes. For example, we are still using 201 files on China 
which were begun in OSS days and continued through SSU and CIG 
to the present. These records are also used to certify creditable 
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‘OSS service for both US citizens and foreign nationals, to respond 

to requests for information frorm individuals formerly associated 
with the predecessor organizations, to answer unclassified inquiries 
from the general public, and to settle claims from heirs or relatives 
of former OSS agents. 


4, Although well controlled and indexed for our current uses, 
the OSS material is very poorly organized for historical research. 
The TOP SECRET papers have been separated from those of lower 
classification and have been filed by TS number. Other than that, 
the papers are in no discernable order, The primary breakdown 
of materials of lower classification is organizational. For example, 
the files are stored in one group of boxes. 
Within tie xes the files are essentially in the same order and 
contain the same papers as when the last operating unit had them. 
Since there was no standard filing system, the order and titles of 
files of any one component bears little resemblance to that of any 
other, 


25X1 


5. Before these records could be released they would have 
to be screened by officers who are aware of the currently useful 
and classified information in them. Although I have not been able 
to get an estimate of the number of manhours involved in screening 
a box of these records, it is clear that meaningful access even by 
cleared outside scholars would require so much preliminary 
screening by CIA personnel as to be out of the question for the 
foreseeable future. 


6. The vast majority of the papers would be of no historical 
interest to a scholar, and even if he were given completely free 
access, the sheer volume of the materials that would have to be 
searched before finding anything of historical significance would 
be overwhelming. The problem would be more manageable if the 
topic were limited to a single organizational unit or operation, 
and if the researcher was directly familiar with the material under 
consideration or had the help of someone who was. 


7. Erom time to time access to OSS records and information 


has been granted authors and former OSS personnel to publish 
unclassified articles and books. Tab B summarizes some of the 
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“more important of these instances. Occasionally, students and’ 

- scholars request information on OSS from the National Archives 

. and the Department of the Army. When possible, these requests 
are honored with the approval of CIA. 


8. There are some legal agpects of the problem of control 
. and access to these records worth noting. One deals with the 
. Freedom of Information Act which raises certain questions about: 
vou the accessibility by private individuals to some of the OSS records, 
o Another is our responsibility to preserve all of these documents 
:! under the statutes on archival material, In addition, there has 
' been some question about the legal title to the OSS materials now 
- dn our custody. These topics are covered more fully in Tab C, 


EDWARD W, PROCTOR ° 


Assistant Deputy Director for Intelligence 


‘Attachments: 
Tab A = OSS Archives (location, volume, type, access control) 
Tab B - Summary of Release of OSS Records 
Tab C = Legal and Policy Aspects 


- ee: D/DCI/NIPE w/atts. 


EWProctor:fbr 
- Distribution: 
Original and 1 - Addressee w/atts. 
a >. 1 + DDCI w/atts. 
- 1 - General Counsel w/atts. 
1 = DDP 
oo eS C/RID/DDP (Mr. Little) w/atts, 
"© 1 -DDS w/atts. | oe i 
-\ 1=Mr. Pforzheimer w/atts. 
1 - ADDI w/atts. 
1 - ADDI History file w/atts. 
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Million Access 


“Location . Pages Control Content 
CIA Headquarters 2.5-3.5 CIA (SSU) OSS Director's files 
RID/ Archives Some OSS personnel, operational, 


and miscellaneous files 
SSU records 


6.0-8.3 CIA (SSU) OSS field records ; °5x1 
OSS documents and studies prepared 
by the Research and Analysis Branch 


OSS administrative files 
(persorinel, finance, communications, 
training, medical, logistics, eee ) 
OSS operational reports 
OSS project files 


Selected OSS file pay 
National Archives 1.5-2.0 National Records of the Office of the Coordinator 
Washington, D. C. Archives of Information 
and CIA Records of the Research and Analysis 


Branch, OSS 

Records of the Interdepartmental 
Committee for the Acquisition of 
Foreign Publications 

Conversations with foreigners on postwar ° 
problems in foreign countries 
(San Francisco, 1945) 


Franklin D. Roosevelt 0,03 CIA Correspondence between FDR and 
Library ("closed" section) ; General Donovan 


OSS reports, studies, and miscellaneous 
documents sent to the White House 
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Summary of Release of OSS Records 


For atime immediately after World War II certain of the 
OSS records were made available for unclassified publication. 
General Donovan and others felt that the story of OSS should be 
told publicly, and at least 181 different OSS reports and documents 
on key operations were declassified and made available on request 
to the public media, Included in this was material on Operation 
Sunrise (the Italian surrender); the Jedburghs (aiding the French 
Resistance); the Torch Mission (North African invasion); and 
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General Donovan had maintained a set of duplicate files 
and records in his private office in New York. These included 
his correspondence with the White House, the JCS, State, War,’ 
and Navy as well as a complete file of R&A reports and other 
working papers, classified through TOP SECRET. Following 
his death in 1959, these papers were taken into CIA custody, 


although technically they are still the property of the Donovan 
estate. His heirs and partners commissioned ee 
nearer write a biography of Donovan. rrange~ : 


ade Tor the author to have full access to the OSS 
records, subject to CIA security approval and declassification 
of material for inclusion in the book. On CIA initiative this 
arrangement was canceled during the McCone period, Access 


to Donovan's OSS papers we hold--considered part of the Donovan 
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the OSS Executive Officer) to write a biography. This has been 
completed; and the book, Donovan of OSS, is to be published 
this month, None of the classified material in the Donovan 
papers we hold was used in the book. 


Classified material from 'OSS Archives" on the surrender 
of German troops in Italy was made available to Mr. Dulles by 
the Director in 1964, and the necessary material was declassified 
for his book, The Secret Surrender. Information from official 
OSS documents in British hands was published in SOE in France 
by Michael Foot (1966), a volume in the official British History 
of the Second World War. There is no record that permission 
. to use this material was requested by the British. 


Copies of some OSS reports on the French Resistance have 
also been furnished to the semi-official Comite d'Histoire de la 2° 
Guerre Mondiale in Paris in response to an official request through 
the French Embagsy in Washington. 
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Legal and Policy Aspects 


The Freedom of Information Act 


The Freedom of Information Act of 1966 (effective 4 July 1967) 
creates certain problems. The basic intent of the Act is to require 
every federal agency, on request for identifiable records, to make 
them available to any person requesting them and thus to prevent 
Government agencies from unjustifiably withholding information that 
should be reasonably available to a person having some basis for 
seeking it. The Act makes provision to exempt from its terms 
information which should be kept secret "in the interest of the 
national defense or foreign policy'. This would appear to exempt 
our classified OSS archives from its provisions. Also exempted 
_are personnel and medical files, as release would constitute a 
"clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy", and investigatory 
files of a security nature. 


The General Counsel advises that in his opinion to give access 
to the 'OSS Archives" to certain people and not to others requesting 
the same privilege cannot be successfully challenged under this Act, 
provided we are dealing with classified records and appropriate 
security clearances, It should be noted that there is a suit presently 
pending in California under the Freedom of Information Act in which 
the plaintiff seeks to gain access to certain OSS records in possession 
of the Army. The plaintiff seeks a ruling that the Freedom of 
Information Act authorizes the court to review the validity of the 
classification of the documents rather than to accept the executive 
determination thereon. While the federal District Court has ruled 
against the plaintiff in this case, the General Counsel states that 
we cannot be sure of the outcome until the pending appeal has been 
decided. The General Counsel also notes that there are a substantial 
number of papers in the ''OSS Archives" which, if made public, could 
be seriously embarrassing or damaging to people still living, and 
about whom certain types of information probably cannot be excluded 
under the exclusion given to personnel or security files under the 
Act. 
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Archival Aspects of the OSS Records 


A good deal of the material in the OSS records represents 
material within the meaning of the statutes bearing on archival 
material, and much of it, except for duplicates, cannot be destroyed 
under the provisions of those laws. While the National Archives 
cannot tell us to give access of this material, they do exercise some 
control over its ultimate destiny, For instance, our recent request 
to destroy wartime photographs of no use to us was denied by the 
National Archives, 


Legal Title to OSS Records 


For some time there was doubt about who had legal title to 
the OSS records in our custody, Following the dissolution of OSS 
in October 1945, these records along with the operational and 
administrative units of OSS were transferred to the War Department 
and placed under the Assistant Secretary of War. 


After the creation of CIG, the Secretary of War ordered that 
the SSU records required by the Director of Central Intelligence 
were to be transferred to the Office of the Secretary of War and 

"placed under the operational control of the Director of Central 
Intelligence’. When SSU was liquidated as an operating entity in 
October 1946, its personnel, property, supplies, and equipment 
were transferred to CIG, but its records were not specifically 
mentioned in connection with the transfer. (There is some 
undocumented recollection that in 1946, when Admiral Leahy, 
Chief of Staff to President Truman, ordered an official OSS history 
prepared, SSU did not have the funds for this project, and it may 
have been funded by the JCS under whose jurisdiction OSS had 
originally been placed.) There is some recollection that the title 
to the records was left "deliberately fuzzy" for jurisdictional reasons 
of the time. 


On 30 January 1952, Mr. Houston addressed a memorandum 
to the DDCI regarding Control of OSS Records. In it he concluded: 
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"In view of the foregoing, it is our opinion 
that there has been no transfer of title, in legal 
concept, of the OSS records from the Department 
of Army to CIA but that full operational control, 
including release of information, has been granted 
to CIA by the Department of the Army. Asa 
practical matter, we believe the records could 
be authenticated as SSU records by either CIA. 
or the Army depending on what is desired in any 
one case. Inthe past, releases or clearances 
through the Army have been handled by the Army..." 


On 2 May 1964, following full coordination with DDP components, 
_the Director of Security, and the General Counsel, Mr. Kirkpatrick, 
as Executive Director, wrote the Interdepartmental Committee on 
Internal Security that: 
",. the classified data produced by this 
Agency from the US Government and disseminated 
within the Government, on a need-to-know basis, 
cannot be released outside those confines and 
this Agency has no program for such releases. 
As custodians, we must also impose these same 
limitations upon the records of our predecessor 
organizations (OSS, SSU, and CIG), wherever 
such records might be held," 
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b. CIA Record Cemer 4151 cu.ft, These comprise 
field records; Bua é dosumente and studies} personnel, Hnance, communica- 


_ A Ta NAS rn 
.tiens, training, medical, logistica aad cther administrative files; some 


operational reports eed project files; and some documents and cards set 
aside fof fe the tirne he was engeged in writing the OSS 
history (s€@ par. O.c. Bélow). 


ce. The National Archives, W UBEDISEN OR B.C. 1300 cu.ft. of which 
973 cu.ft. wore trancierred from the Espartment of State. These comprise 
some COl records bet the creat paxt  acoche R&A records which were trang- 
ferred to the Department of State upen the liquidation of O55, It includes 
incoming and outgoins communications, both from OSS officials and from 
wtate Department personnel in the ficld, It alao includes reports prepared 
by tha War and Navy Departments and other agencies which were received 
in R&A, Also included are the records of the Interdepartraental Commitice 
for the Acquisition of Forcicn Publications which was loceted in OSS, (One 
S inch file is noted as containin« "“cummaries of conversations of staff meme 
bers with representatives of foreign groups in the United States and with 
oreicners, chietly delegates to the San Francisco Conference, regarding 
postwar problems, opinions and conditions in foreign countries, " 1945), 


d. CIA Central Reference Service - Headquarters, 143 O23 films 
on countries, operational rcports, training aids, target studies, ctc. 


e, Franklin D, Roosevelt Library, Hyde Park, New York. 13 boxes, 
Gorrsspendence between Prosident Receevelt and General Donovin, OSS 
reports and atudies and miscellancous documents, The bulk of this material 
consists of the originala of the correspondence and reports sert to the 
“resident, 


£, An archival rule cf thumb is 2000 sheets of paper to one cubic 
foct (half a cafe drawer), Thua a wild cucss as to the number of pages 


pelcnhda hove (minus the FDR Library boxes) would be 13, 840,660. However, 


ome boxes are crammed, others only partially filled, ete., 20 it is iraccse 


se to reach a firm figure. Ten reillion pages might be a top working figure, 


3. #Access to and Cortrol of "OSS Archives" 
& Hip/Archives, Overe-cll control is oxercised by the Enectee 


and Executive Secretary of SSU. General access ia limited to CIA employ- 
ess through RID/Archives on a need-to-know basis. Requests (ee. other 
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goverament agencies or from noa-governracat Bources for inforrastion in 
the files are processed through the Dxecutive Secretary of SSU. These 
letter arnount to less than a dozea a month and do not include 

requests. 


bo Record Center, Same vrocedure as in a, above, except that 
the Asency Records Management Officer houses the material. 


ce. The National Archives, This organization will not release the 
OSS material in its possession without the specific approval of the CIA 
Recovds Manazement Officer, who, in turn, needs the approval of the 
Executive Secretary of SSU. While the OSS R&A records now in Archives 
were transferred to the State Department in 1945 and by thera ultimately 
sanoferred to National Archives, the latter will not release this material 
without CIA epproval. 


a, ClA/ Central Reference Service, OSS films are housed in CRS 
bat velease for use outside the Agency is controlled by the Executive 
Secretary, SSU. Many of the tradecraft filme ave being used by the liai- 
gon services. | 


e. Franklin D, Roosevelt Library, The OSS records here are 
casintzined in the "closed" section of the Library. It is bolicved that caly 
CLA or SSU can authorize access. Access to the limited amount of early 
Roosevelt-Conovan correspondence and Presidential references to OSS 
ox its material which are not in the "closed" section of the Library 
(presumably very Little) is controlled by the Historical Division of the 
Stata Department, 
Lecal and Policy Background 


eo 


As noted abova, following the dissolution of OSS onl October 1945, 
most of the records of the R&A Branch and certain other minor O55 func- 
tions were transferred to the National Azchives. However, it has bsen 
the policy of the National Archives to consult us on any request for release 
of classified material, At the same time, the operational and ad cinistra- 
tive units of OSS were transferred to the War Department and placed under 
the Assistant Secretary cf War, The OSS records not transferred to State 


were also included, and these comprised the major segment of the records. 


Sometime after the creation of CIG, the Secretary of War ordered 
that the SSU records required by the Director of Central Intelligence were 
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to be transferred to the Office of the Secretary of War and “placed under 
the operationcl control of the Director of Central Intelligencc."’ When 550 
was liquidated as an operating entity in October, 1946, its perconnel, prop- 
exty, supplies and equipment were transferred to CIG, but its records wore 
mot specifically mentioned in connection with the transfer, (There is some 
undocumented recollection that in 1946, when Admiral Leahy, Chief of Staff 
to President Truman, ordered an official O55 history propaved, 55U did 
not have the funds for this project, and it may have been funded by the JCS 
under whose jurisdiction O55 had originally been placed.) There is som 
recollection that the records were left ‘deliberately fuzzy" for jurisdictional 
veasons of the time, On 30 Januasy 1952, Ms. Houston addressed a memo-e 
vandum to the DDCI regarding Control of OSS Records, Init he concluded: 


In vicw of the forevoing, it is our opinion that there 
has been no transfer of title, in legal concept, of the OS5 
records from the Department of Army to CIA but that full 
epevational control, including release of information, has 
been granted to CIA by the Department of the Army, As a 
practical matter, we believe the records could bo authenti- 
catsd as SSU vecords by either CIA or the Army coponding on 
what is desired in any one case, In the past, releases or clear- 
ances through the Army have been handled by the Army pablic 
relations offices.*' 


On 2 May 1964, following full coordination with DDP components, 
the Director of Security, and the Generel Counsel, Mr. Kirkpatrick, as 
Succutive Director, wrote the Interdepartmental Committee on internal 
Security that: 


4" 40 the classified data produced by this Agency 
for the U.S, Government and disseminated within the Govorne 
raent, om & need-to-know basis, cannot be released outside 
those confines and this Agency has no program for such 
releases. As custedians, we muet also impose these same 
limitations upon the records of our predecessor organizations 
(OSS, SSU and CIG), wherever auch records might be held," 


it should be noted that a good deal of the material in the "OSS 
Avchives" represents "record" material within the meaning of the statutes 
bearing on exchivel material, and much of it cannot be destroyed under the 
provisions of those laws, While the National Archives cannot tell us to give 
aecess to this material, they do exercise some control over its ultimate 
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destiny. For instance, aur recent request to destroy a lot of wartime photos. 
of no use tous, was denied by National Archives, 


5. ‘che Freedom of Information Act 


’ The Freedom of Information Act of 1966 (effective 4 July 1967) creates 
cextain problems, The basic intent of the Act is to require every federal 


having some basis for seeking it, Tha Act makes provision to exempt from its 
terms information which should be kept secret "in the interast of the national 
defense or foreign policy."' This would appear to exempt our classified OSS 
archives from its provisiong, Also exempted are personnel and medical files, 

as release would constitute a "clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy", 
and investigatory files of a security nature, 


The General Counsel advises that in his opinion to give access to the'OSS 
Archives" to certain people and not to others requesting the same privilese can- 
not be successfully challenged under this Act, provided we are dealing with classi- 
fied records and appropriate security clearances, It should be noted that there 
is a suit presently pending in California under the Freedorn of Inforrnation Act 
in which the pleintiff seeks to gain access to cortain OSS records in pessession 
ef the Army. The plaintiff seceks a ruling that the Freedom of Information Act 
authorizes the court to review the validity of the classification of the docurnents 
rather than to accept the executive determination thereon, While the Federal 
District Court has ruled against the plaintiff in this case, the General Counsel 
atates that we cannot be sure of the outcome until the pending appeal has been 
Geciced, The General Counsel also notes that there are a substantial number 
of papers in the "OSS Archives'' which, if made public, could be seriously 
embarrassing or damaging to people still living, and about whom certain types 
of information probably cannot be excluded under the exclusion givea to per- 
sonnel or security files, 


& Use of the "OSS Archives" 


a, The "OSS Archives" originally comprised about 12, 000 cu. ft. 
Sy elimination of duplicate and unneeded non-record materials, this has 
been reduced to about 5000 cu.ft, In addition, since 1957, about 1000 boxes 
have been reprocessed and, as a result, an estimated 7% of all documents 
reviewed were reprocessed into the Clandestine Services Records System, 
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What this means is that, while alt. "OSG Archives" documents are maintXined 
miviclate in their orlvinal aegrecated OSS archival boxes, copies have boon i 
Jig and reprocesscd into the cs Records Syatem to tho tune of an estimated v). : 
ja of the docurments reviewed since 1957, Another 1750 boxes are currently a i 
being processed, Classified queries to the "OSS Archives" for name checks iy 
and other opaxational information amount to about 500 aweek, (These latter yf . 


include name traces for both CIA and other government acencies). 


bo With the end of the was, General Donovan and others felt that the 

story of OSS should bo publicly told and, in the period erdins 1 October i945, 
at least 181 different OSS reports or docurnents were declassified and made : 
iret on request to nowspapers, marazines and radio networks. Ine : 

uded in this documentation was cuch material as Operation Sunrise (the 
ae an surrender); the Jedburchs (aidines the French Resistance}; the Torch 
Mission (North African invasion); and OSS activities in Slam. sore of the ' 
perecnnel involved were mado available for interview, Commencing in é 
Jewcary 1946 aad encing in October 1947, @ series of 18 articles was pre- : 
pared by Lt. Richard M, Kelly and cthers under O55 direction aad was 
published in iluebook magazine, These included an operation in Greece 
by Captain Andy Rogers; the Gullives Mission in the Tyrol (written by Al i 
Ulcnor); the Halyard Mission (Captain George Musulin's missicn to rescug 
Allied aviators from Yusgoslavic); Operation Ruth in Siam; and O55 success 
with the Kachins, Books were also encouraged, including Sub Rosa by 
Stewart Aleop and Thormaa Braden and Cloak and Danger by C Corey Ford : 
and Alastair McBain, Howevsr, with the advent of CiG, further exploitae 
tion of CSS archival material ceased, except for what had heen prepared. 


ce. Sollowing the death of General Ponovan in 1959, the Donovan 

iss and partners dosired to commission a Hio of General Ponovan, with 
avy ¢mphasis on the history of OSS; @ senior O55 25K 
efsicial, was hired for this purpose. nder the agreement, he would have 
had full access to the "OSS Archives", subject to our declassifyin: the 
xvaetediel he was to publish and with CIA security approval of the manu- 

evipt vequived, With dvancing age and death, this project 
was turned over to he author, under the same conditions, 
Por various reasons5 sd ncto go through with the project 
&cving the McCone period, and it was canceled; subsequent attempts to 
vevive it hava been turned down by the DCI, To allow it to go forward at 
the oresent time would raise the serious problems under the Freedom of 
iefoxrmation Act noted in paragraph 5, ebove. Upon the death of Ganeval 
Donovan, those OSS duplicate files and records which he maintained in his 
private office in New York, were brourht back into CIA custody. They 
included chrono files of his correspondence with the White House, the JCS 
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dy as well as a complete file of R&A 

Sports and other working papdrs, classified through Top Secret, 

these files ave now kept i end the "OSS Archives", but they are 

still technically the property of the Donovan estate and are so recognized, 
Access to this estate material wes granted to the author, Corey Ford, and e 
Ctto Doering, the latter formerly the OSS Executive Officer and long time 
partner of General Donovan, in order to prepave a biography of the General, 
This permission does not run afoul of the Freedom of Information Act, 
because the documents concerned were technically part of the Donovan 
estate and not government property. This book, Donovan of OSS, is to be 
published in February 1970. However, cue to Corey Ford's method of 
working, he did not utilize any of the classified material in the Donovan 
estate papers. 


4 


State, War and Navy Departmen; 


to 


at 


in Paris, headed by M, Henri Michel, which collects material on the 
French Resistance, made a formal request through the French Embassy 
in Washington for permission to have copies of OSS reports on the French! 
Resistance, largely relating to the Jedburghs, Copies of thic =<.ctorialh ~ ye Li 
s. } y 


d. The semi-official Comité d'Histoire de la 2° Guerre Mondiale A 
Para 


pRB Fae 


om 


have becn furnished to the French. 


e, Classified material in connection with Operation Sunrise, the 
surrender of German troops in Italy, was made available to Mr. Dulles, 
by the DCI in 1964, and the necessary material was declassified for his 
book, The Secret Surrender, 


fi, information from official OSS documents in British hands was 
utilized in the book entitled SOK in France by Michael Foot (1966}, which 
comprises a volume in the official British Histery of the Second World War 
published by Her Majesty's Stationery Office in 1966, There is no record 
that permission to use this material was requested by the British. 


g. Records in the “OSS Archives" are utilized for enrzent[__| 


wet 


for some of the current CIA historical program on bases and 25X11 
stations overseas, and for 201 files used for operational and counter- 
intelligence purposes with CIA, Thus, some material on China, for HW 
example, formed 201 files which were cormmenced in O55 days and were 


continued through SSU, CIG and CIA days to the present and are still 
being ueed, Gurrent non-Agency use consists of certification of creditable 
OSS service for both U.5, citizens and foreign nationals; responses to 


“he 
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:ots for information from individuals formerly agsociated with the 
sor aroncica, anowerins unclassified inauirice from the seneral 


oe 


nnd settling claims evbdraitzed by heirs or relatives of former OSS 


wo Requests for information to the National Archives frorn students 
os Genolars have been honored, whore possible, by the CTA Dccords Manacc- 
vnomt O2cer with the approval of the Executive Secretary, SSU. The same 
aystem is followed by the Department of the Army for OSS material in their | : 
v 


files. 
\ 


7, Condition of the "OSS Archives" 


lf public access to "OSS Archives" for scholarly purroses were to (f Wa 
be granted, a considerable manpower program would be rectuired. Al 
the operational records, 201 files and the like, would have to be acreensd 
by commetent officevs cooizant of current operational requirernents 
before rciease could be accomplished. There seems to be no way to make 
even an ecucated pucss of the man houra thet this undertaking would require, 
Zac material which has already been released ia but a email rart of the 
whole, and most of the books cn O53 have been written without access to \ 
it-and suiler accordinaly. There is still encoch current use of te "OSS 
serckhives" to make the undertakins of a lerge declassification provram 
cifticult at this time or in the foreseeable future, particularly in the 
dight of current budzetary and personnel restrictions. 


Walter Pforzheimer 
Curator 
disterical Intelligence Collection 
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SECR ET DD/S 70-0182 


14 January 1970 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE 
E-X-T-R-A-C-T 


"1. OSS Archives: At the Executive Committee Meeting today there 
was a discussion of a request from the British concerning the availability 
of information from the OSS archives. It seems that the British are planning 
to compile a classified history of intelligence in World War II. Hopefully 
after ite completion an unclassified version could be compiled and released. 
The Director was concerned about the content of these archives and the 
sensitivity of relationships created in World War II which continue up to the 
present time. The Director asked Ed Proctor if he would take over responsi - 
bility to consider the British request and review the OSS archives and report 
back to the Director with recommendations of what might be done. After the 
meeting I talked to Ed Proctor and pointed out our interest in the archives 
and suggested that we get together to discuss the handling and examination 
of these archives. Proctor stated he really knows nothing about them and that 
he would ask Walter Pforzheimer to take over the initial job for him. Proctor 
will ask Pforzheimer to contact me with a view to working with our records 
management group {n this activity. I made the point that we do not have an 
archtvist in the Agency nor have many of these records been exploited properly 
by professional historians. Proctor said he was quite aware of this and that 
this is the kind of an issue he i his paper. As soon as Pforzheimer | 
contacts me | will refer him fe fetom I expect to have lined up pe 


the necessary paper and acces fe records." 


E-X-T-R-A-C-T 


Distribution: 
Orig - C/SSS 
& + DD/S Subject 
1 - DD/S Chrono 
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J cachment (ER 67-5290, 8 Nov 67 to DDP) 


ce: ADDIE 
DOP Att: My. Meyer DD/S Distribution: 
1 - C/SSS on 19 Jan 70 


1 - DD/S Subject 
NIPE:JAB:dm 


Distribution: 
Original - DCI 
1 - ADDI 
1- DDP Att: Mr. Meyer 
1 - NIPE/ subject 
ay NIPE/ chrono 


Approved For Release 2006/08/31 : CIA-RDP84-00780R003600140018-1 


oo 


Approved For Release 2006/08/31 : CIA-RDP84-00780R003600140018-1 


oa! RSE ge law capt emp : 


fH 
et 
fH 
n 
Q 
m4 4 at 
a f 4 z ae aay 
<i : f? eres a Ht a yo rr) a ty 
uM i + a)». a tt ote ny eer a» wt & 
a wi Gee 1 og i oy Ag 
cae ie ra ms PR ey oe Sg a5 82% 
; . st re * aan SR cee a oo a ot EA 
be 2 Boy Gg a Soy Sita Ba Be 9 n ee aes oa 
3) 7 yu] < 4 ‘h af 5 ftw 
219 m4 BA Gao wae 0 FAR we | gaa. 8 
F ea : 2 Baga w ‘ ak 
gh m OD et m4 gomthe I Rg 8 33 3.54 3 
mw a na %3 . ve seh t 7 t Be ext Oe 
im 2 aad bs : iy hae hg Sot fe as 
: ay od a a ae wt Ty °S Mas @ a oUF Devs 
Sed ny el vl as 4 MH ore wy i | 
we] nay fe Boh “py moO FD oi nH @ Bog Ae 
> BO 9 re) & 8 ga0%8 s 5 Pt Df 
i) 4 iy &, 1 oo: ots Q Oo spa “3a 
BY 0 BY rs gees awa RR a > 
ae By < ut wee Me oy Pe 
i 9 82 0 *>S8356:,° £28 “eva 2 
2 Be, P Ee S859 84 - oe 0 dod kB 
% 4 3 a 2 3 . ia 23 “oh B Oo = + . hi G 2 oe A wy & 
Ba r2 i E- an 
fo Soguke 882520 Pea aa oy oa 
4 » ra) ag ot oO CAA on RA Soy Ed a ogee 
es fg a gu 3 Yoo ow 8 oa 42 0 = pak vee BS ORT 
a & bs gt an, mY uo fe 2 Qo 5 
Bo § 2 Shab, RSau3 sg ‘ e983 3 
fo Se BS a Rat cael ne ae ee ‘ SOA 2 oa 
2 er i) een a oO Foe omar ev a i 4 
a a mM ay el BB Ono Me oF go 2p os 
a a bs ay 4 La 3 Oo M cl om e ad ae ee! 
{4 fay a4 B + b> oe) 2 ta GC) os a ih s omy ond “ 
e od a > A 7 opm me 8 3 *j is es 2 nf 
a ab v4 i we og) va £ ma a bao pe re a cers a 
bd eo arvenns) ree ae ous f, 0 78 ND 
a a oe 8 Ee 229 a6 gag af 
oe oS 4 "Si 9 6 rf hoot # 
oe © aan a Hoe aed a Dé B35 
. ee oot ay “Ay oe et en bar Hes Sie el ae 3 
- 2 go E> ” ak BO gq > S eles me eae > 
er aes (38 2 8 st 8 9 at a is a 8 ag 
i iA & choy tl oe “ch Aad 8 fo aS it 
5 3 8 #& oe 825 07H 8 i BESS 
‘ 4 yok met Ot e3 % 
a aod q By ce gre Paes) Qh ut HO ge a i a 
5 st Q ey 3 Gs & ot a OS uaae LD GG Hoy 2 2, 
gh t)} wt Vt 4a 3 Qo fe TS omit hogy otf a a oy 
as = ep AY oy St you ite cs Feed Sok ge ce) 
gan cay 2 we 3 re ej [as ak oO phy os 
” rs) “4 £3 4 0 rae ‘ fed rr) wy {2 rs w =~ 
¢ Shee ge ££ Saw 2 eg bs ot OD oe 
i om WS & gow oe. a ia Sa ad 2 
{ en GY alow re ¢}) De ed oo ow 
a whe 4) 8 mone tk ag — wea 9 
ray a : 2 a Li Baers | : 7 ood on 8 A - ta yon 
BS bet 42 ts bemnend 
“ eee “3 of eS” tg, G 23304 
eo oO ey a0 og“ “ ¢4 ah my 
é wt te ag ere *. Oo s 2 q Cy sa fee 
te a6 al ten! see 2 al wea es a oh ion = " 
” ter fog 3 fod a er ens ane) areas yah a wa ot tJ o a 
ot t ft a eat G tl ig a ry ogy Do ee 
a) ws td ot Nita 43 hel 408 or] ts 3 2 es ae ee 
reg F G ane emt oe Sy " ms od it 
fa 0 nw 98 a ee eee, a Hoo 4S 
‘ tex : 43 2 Ss uy be OY 4} a as a 
pa id Sa ue i 23 ot i = awd a ? a or 2 
So TEE Oa Ba pe 3 Ro >) oo 
ne ae ae w & BO: yea ek A ta 3 oy tho 
a = ° whos eh vd oo ad, we ta ty tot iy 
“4 4 ¥ a g} ot om 3 ° ree | e 
- me + ep é mo re sees es ra) fy an oY a) 
. May 9 o ore) A TG a ww Ya pf) fy be 


Approved For Release 2006/08/31 : CIA-RDP84-00780R003600140018-1 


- Approved For Release 2006/08/31 : CIA-RDP84-00780R003600140018-1 


Senecinares vr would solve anytiing » Bilis La: 
ling ouecgebed thot the Noafiertl Archives would acee si custai 

wo Otar.h atdludg @5 arranvon ont prehibling release of or a 
peatevo.l g.ceat usder civcumclaaces ané concitiens 3 

ws Sais sruntciy <oecna't solve Sarining either in the 
woisas C2 Cililes ak aeeonsementa for serecning the riaieria c 


& As tunderstand it, the two princinal oostecias to 4: 


a. A lovitirnate concern on the cart of the Gi Mtali of 
the Clandoctine Services to eee that all thic roaterinl is very 
caveially silted an: Ey 
or Of matiera; and 


t 
jal bearing on security 


We 
G 
a 
a 
G 
t 
i 
Q 
t* 
ey 
ty 
5 
be 
oe 
S 


@ conners on the part of the 
Ree in wervicines ihe demands 
an 


oy ph ey : fe, 
and otherwise, for 


individual views and ooialens relating to various aesoc 


oblem im d.a. can probably be 
Wor reculred to do a thorouch sc 
4.3. may very w aa oe iisuneratie 3 
Leneve = Lavcer's view that it is tee bad to bottie all 
taigs oouateriab up and prevant any ace is CO st whatsoever i cana 2occligly 
views ou this are stroacchened by the action of : 
ont ia authorizins the su rblication of Kiichael Poat's be 
a the many ocher perscoank memoirs and account 
2 About wartin‘e casiouase ant resistance act 
ied porsuasively that ihere & 
faa cont duccaiee te Peobiiance activities acains 
would promote Amecican interests to clariy mul 
eae nthis point. 


go Fay OF se ter le 
p22 seeps 


ar 


6. kis Govioug, however, that nothing can be cons in the absence 
vb 


of gore arrancements for sereesian and eaalyzing the Goi records. | 
Mave no judoment 25 to whether the cost of such a e¢vecsins exercise, in 
be justi ¢ relations 


mag personnel, woula be - estitied ay the Bisco soe ana rmabli 
wh ich would acerce fram nermitting reasonably controlled 
iy 


Lt 
¢ 


Approved For Release 2006/08/31 - CIA-RDP84-00780R003600140018-1 


Approved For Release 2006/08/31 : CIA-RDP84-00780R003600140018-1 


SECS TO Choad Poor. o buncerstind it, you are now - 


saat Ge ih eet PR 
a are no Se a 


terer 
edd Ws 


wat Wiihtud wocad Ge RoR, 4h Ae gig Sola e ia yory weet 


TUTTE SG 
SUAIN wie 
ry frye i precy: 
O/C RIPE 
ee: ICL 
ne a 
LL! 


Co oe oe 
waite Cort. 


ow So 


Approved For Release 2006/08/31 : CIA-RDP84-00780R003600140018-1 


STAT 
Approved For Release 2006/08/31 : CIA-RDP84-00780R003600140018-1 


Qe 


Approved For Release 2006/08/31 : CIA-RDP84-00780R003600140018-1 


| faction | birecT REPLY | | PREPARE REPLY _| 
| [approvat | bisparcH |_| RECOMMENDATION _ 
| [comment | fre] RevurN, 


| [concurrence |_| INFORMATION | [SIGNATURE 
ios 


FORM WO. 


Approv&d 


Pe 


r your request. 


FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER 


D/DCI/NIPE 
| [UNCLASSIFIED | __| CONFIDENTIAL 


Pep Rel 


Use previous editions (40) 


ease 2006/08/31 : CIA-RDP84-00780R003600140018-1 


